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1. Why was the Republic created? 

2. Two consuls were elected for one year.  What were their roles in the 

government? 

a. How were the consuls distinguished from other governmental 

officials? 

3. What was the breakdown of the government during the republican 

period? 

a. Is this division of power visible in any modern governmental system 

that you know? 

i. If yes, which? 

4. Was it easy for Rome to gain its supremacy? 

5. Who were the Gauls and where did they come from?1 

6. Who was King Pyrrhus? 

a. What was his mission? 

b. Was he defeated on the battleground? 

c. In your opinion, why did he lose the war? 

d. What is the meaning of a Pyrrhic victory? 

7. To gain a foothold over the Mediterranean the Romans needed to defeat 

this people.   

a. Who were they? 

b. Where did they reside? 

c. How many wars did it take the Romans to finally prevail?2 

8. Which general form this formidable Roman foe caused Rome the most 

difficulty? 

9. What extraordinary event did this general complete? 

                                                             
1 HINT:  Read on to page 15 
2 HINT:  Refer to your classroom notes. 
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10.  When and where was this ferocious enemy general finally defeated? 

a. Who defeated him? 

11.  How did a Roman soldier become a legionnaire?  
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Generals and Emperors 
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1. Name the most famous and possibly most capable Roman general. 

2. When did this person come to power? 

3. What was one of his greatest successes in the field? 

4. Who was Pompey to Caesar? 

5. What did Pompey want? 

6. What happened to Pompey after the five year civil war? 

a. The tragedy that befell Pompey and his exotic lover was portrayed 

in an English play. 

i. What was the name of the play? 

ii. Who wrote the play? 

7. What did the Romans call the 15 of March? 

a. What occurred on this date in history? 

8. In which year was Caesar killed? 

9.  Among those that wielded a knife that killed Caesar was a dear friend – 

possibly his son via a lover.   

a. What was his name?  

i. Who wrote the play? 

ii. What is the name of the play? 

10.   What is the name of Caesar’s nephew that restored peace after  

  Caesar’s assassination?  

11.   What title was bestowed upon this person? 

12.   What did he do to calm things down politically? 

13.   According to the reading, this Roman emperor was notorious.  Who was 

he? 

a. From your notes, you learned that this negative appellative was not 

true.  In fact, he was not playing the violin while Rome burned.  

What was he doing in reality? 

14.  What did Diocletian do to the Roman Empire?  
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