
Emigration Pattern: 

The very first wave:  

The first people from Italy to visit the New World were landed gentry, wealthy and had an education.  

An example of this is Filippo Mazzei.  

The second wave – the one we refer to most: 

Was comprised of the poor.  Almost half of these people returned home.  Of those that stayed, most 

called for their families, but some did not.  Those that did not, left women with children.  These women 

were called: “Vedove Bianche.” 

The nation that will be called Italy; after the fall of the Roman Empire; fell into political chaos.  The 

invasions from barbarians and the start of the Middle Ages.  What form of government existed during 

the Middle Ages?  Feudalism.  What occurred during the Middle Ages?  People lived in farming villages, 

with little trade surrounding a baronial castle.  The epicenter of their lives was the Church. 

With time, people began to recognize the importance of man:  There was a start of a shift away from the 

Church and focused more on the importance of man within his society. 

This brings about the rise of the City-States and the importance of the merchant class.  

During this time, there is a new movement that arises, it is called:  Renaissance.  

What is the Renaissance:  It represents the rebirth of ideas. 

What happens to Italy politically during the time from the fall of Rome to the 1800’s? 

Italy remains carved up between countries that have politically organized themselves into nations. 

There are two big foreign powers that occupy Italy:  The French in the North and the Spaniards in the 

South. 

In the mid 1800s there are various rebellions to foreign rule.  Which eventually lead to the development 

of the movement called:  Risorgimento (Resurrection). 

There are four men behind the Risorgimento: 

 Vittorio Emanuele II – Il primo re d’Italia – installed in 1861 – The money came from the house 

of Savoy. 

 Camillo Benso di Cavour – the architect of the new Italy – We have put together Italy, now we 

need to make the Italians. 

 Giuseppe Mazzini – the pen and the spirit of the new Italy 

 Giuseppe Garibaldi – The Washington of the movement – the military leader 

 



The next move was to solidify power, which occurred in 1870 with a new nation.  Once the nation was 

formed, the Italians needed to be formed.  To do so, a new language needed to be fashioned. 

The Academia della Crusca:  This academy was essentially the keep of the gate to the Italian language.  

Ironic, because the Academia della Crusca was created before the Italian language. These men, then 

chose:  Alessandro Manzoni; to develop a language that would eventually become the koiné1 of Italy. 

What di Manzoni do?  He wrote a book and in this book he used every single principle of grammar and 

syntax contained in the Italian language.  This book is called:  The Betrothed (I Promessi Sposi). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
1
 Koiné = standard language 


