
Key to getting an A on Dante 

1. Name the Circle of Hell. 

2. Describe the environment of the Circle of Hell. 

3. Name the monster guarding the Circle. 

4. What did the monster do in life or according to mythology? 

5. Explain the sin being punished. 

6. Explain the punishment. 

7. Explain why the punishment fits the sin. 

8. Name at least one of the sinners found in this Circle. 

9. Explain this shade’s sin. 

10. Discuss why you like or dislike this Circle. 

 EXAMPLE

1. Circle Two 

2. This is the first actual circle in which Dante finds himself in Hell.  It is very dark, this 

particular circle has howling winds and the shades are tossed about like lost ships in a 

tempestuous sea. 

3. Minos, is the monster guarding the entrance to Hell.  This monster, according to 

mythology, was the king of Crete.  In Hell, Minos has a serpent’s tail.  When the shade of 

a sinner is brought before him, he renders a judgment and then spins on his tail.  The 

spins he produces represents the circle of Hell where the sinner will be brought. 

4. In Circle two, we see the sin of incontinence, specifically, the sin of adultery. 

5. Dante places those who committed adultery in this circle. 

6. Just as their illegitimate love rendered their lives tempestuous the winds now batter 

their souls. 

7. This sin of adultery renders the person incapable of controlling one’s emotions.  The 

winds battering the souls represents the inability to control one emotions. 

8. Circle two is where Dante encounters the shades of Paolo and Francesca.  Nowhere else 

in the Inferno will Dante encounter two souls being punished together. 

9. Paolo was the brother of Gianciotto, the leader of the city and the husband of 

Francesca.  Gianciotto was older than Francesca and hardly around.  One day while 

reading the book narrating the story of Lancelot, the two kissed and it was all over!  

Gianciotto caught the two and he summarily executed them.  Not having time to regret 

their sins, the two were cast into Hell. 

10. I like this circle because Dante shows empathy for the misguided youths that did not 

have time to repent. 


