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The Middle Ages 

The Rise of the City States 
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1. According to the reading what is the time span of the Middle Ages? 

2. What did the nobles do to encourage trade? 

a. In turn what did this do for the towns? 

3. When did Firenze, Venezia, Genova, Milano, Montova, and to a lesser 

extent, Siena, Pisa, and Bologna become important trade centers? 

4. Which city/cities were added to this lest by the 1500’s? 

5. Some cities more than others were known for their craftsmanship: 

a. Name two such cities; 

b. Name the product/s for which they were known. 

High Finance 
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1. What had become important during the period of finance? 

2. What functioned as modern day traveler’s checks? 

a. How did these “travelers’ checks work? 

3. What organized and powerful entity frowned upon money lending? 

a. Did money lending occur? 

i. Who were the money lenders according to this reading? 

4. Which famous family had an employee that developed the concept of 

debit and credit? 

a. Which employee can be credited – no pun intended – with the 

development of the debit and credit system?1 

5. In which Italian city was one of Europe’s earliest universities founded? 

a. In what year did it open its doors? 

b. For which types of studies was it most recognized? 

                                                             
1 HINT:  Refer to your classroom notes. 
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c. Name the first female professor to teach at this institution? 

i. During which year did she begin to teach? 

ii. What did she ware as not to be distracting to the male 

students? 

iii. Was she the only female teacher to be hired by this 

university? 

Il Rinascimento 
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1. What did the nobles of this time period do with their wealth? 

2. When was the Duomo di Milano begun? 

a. What style of architecture is the Duomo? 

3. What was Palazzo Vecchio in Firenze?2 

4. While many artists were influenced by the Greek and Latin classical styles, 

two artists made their own artistic inroads. 

a. Name these two artists. 

b. What was their preferred mode of presenting their art? 

5. The reawakening of the interest in art brought with it a desire to view the 

world more scientifically.  This reawakening was given a title by the 

French. 

a. What is the title that is used to describe this reawakening? 

i. What does the French term actually mean? 

ii. What is the Italian equivalent to this term? 

iii. What is the American term used to refer to this time period? 

6. When the Italians refer to this period they state that the beginning of the 

period occurred somewhere during the il Quattrocento and ended – at 

least for Italy – some time during the il Cinquecento. 

a. What does this time frame equate to in American? 

7. What does the term “Renaissance Man” mean? 

8. Who sculpted the first large bronze equestrian statue since ancient times? 

a. Whom does this statute depict? 

b. Where is this statue located? 

                                                             
2 HINT:  Refer to your classroom notes. 
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9. Name the most famous of all Renaissance men. 

a. Name his most famous work. 

b. Where is this work located? 

i. First the name of the museum; 

ii. Second the city in which this museum is found. 

10.  Why is this person’s most celebrated work not found in Italy?3 

  

                                                             
3 HINT:  Refer to your classroom notes. 
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