
Il Rinascimento – 2:  Poesia e Prosa 
 

Directions:  Please answer all the questions in English.  See page two of the packet. 

1. Which literary work becomes the symbol of the Renaissance? 

a. The literary work Orlando Furioso written by Ludovico Ariosto became the symbol of the 

Renaissance. 

2. The writer, Ludovico Ariosto, was born in which Italian region in 1474? 

a. The writer, Ludovico Ariosto, was born in Emilia Romagna in 1474. 

3. Ludovico wrote his literary work in the form of:  (a) poem, (b) prose, (c) rap. 

a. Ludovico wrote his literary work in the form of a poem. 

4. What does Ludovico Ariosto’s literary work talk about? 

a. The poem narrates the adventures of the knight 

5. Who is Carlo Magno? 

a. The paladin Carlo Magno is the king of the Franks. 

6. Whom does Orlando love? 

a. Orlando is enamored of Angelica. 

7. What does Orlando discover? 

a. Orlando discovers that Angelica is in love with someone else. 

8. What does this do to Orlando? 

a. The knowledge that Angelica is in love with someone else drives Orlando mad. 

9. How does Orlando Furioso end? 

a. The poem concludes with Astolfo che travels to the moon. 

10. Who is Astolfo? 

a. Astolfo is Orlando’s companion of arms, a.k.a. a soldier buddy of Orlando. 

11. Why did Astolfo go to the moon? 

a. To find Orlando’s reason, which was lost when he discovered that Angelica was in love 

with another. 

12. True or False:  In this work, the adventures represent, in a harmonious way, the extremes of 

good and evil, to which humans can both stoop and reach. 

a. True: In this work, the adventures represent, in a harmonious way, the extremes of 

good and evil, to which humans can both stoop and reach. 

13. Who is Poliziano? 

a. He is another poet from the Renaissance. 

14. Where did Poliziano live? 

a. Poliziano lived at the court of Lorenzo the Magnificent in the city of Florence. 

15. Where was Poliziano born and when? 

a. Poliziano was born in Montepulciano in 1454. 

16. Where and when did Poliziano die? 

a. Poliziano died in Florence in 1494. 

17. What two themes are found in Poliziano’s work? 

a. The two themes found in Poliziano’s work are:  Spring and youth. 

18. Who wrote the book:  The Prince? 



a. Niccolò Macchiavelli wrote the Prince. 

 

19. Where was Niccolò Macchiavelli born? 

a. Niccolò Macchiavelli was born in Florence (1469-1527). 

20. True or False:  According to Niccolò Macchiavelli:  Politics is driven only by need and it is 

autonomous of morals. 

a. True:  According to Niccolò Macchiavelli:  Politics is driven only by need and it is 

autonomous of morals. 

 


